
BYTE is a ‘for youth, by youth’ organization focused on empowering and promoting youth 
throughout the Yukon and Canada’s north. Our goal is to strengthen youth voice and 
well-being through experiential workshops, progressive projects and fun local events.
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The Year in Review
What a year! In the past twelve months, we 
celebrated our 15th anniversary, held dozens 
of workshops, made lengthy visits to rural 
communities, planned several big events, and 
expanded our programming. We’ve experienced 
changes in our staff and set up new projects for the 
future…and that’s just the beginning!

BYTE’s goal is to engage and empower young 
people throughout the Yukon and Canada’s north, 
a goal that has stayed with us since the organization 

began 15 years ago. Pay a visit to the BYTE 
office and you’ll witness a flurry of activity—
but you’ll also get the sense that an underlying 
passion for our work motivates and inspires us 
to achieve our goal new ways every day.

This year, we’ve seen our community outreach 
program continue to grow and develop. Our 
Whitehorse outreach also took off, with 
more success from our annual events and an 
overwhelming demand for workshops. We 
hosted another leadership conference for rural 
youth, launched new workshops, and brought 
a youth photography exhibit around the North 
and to Vancouver in the south. 

Whatever we’re up to, we know that the 
support of our community and the territory as 
a whole is what keeps our programming alive. 
Thanks to people like you, we’re celebrating 
another year of building our relationship 
with the community and supporting and 
empowering the youth within it. Here’s to 
many more to come!

2013-2014 Annual Report
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It’s been an incredible year for BYTE! 
In 2013, our organization turned 15 years old, and our 
accomplishments have left me with lots to be proud of. 
Every day, I feel privileged to be working where I do, 
with such an incredible team of staff and volunteers.  

To celebrate our 15th anniversary, we hosted the 
Future Routes festival with the Yukon College in 
September. The festival brought two days of music 
and fun to Whitehorse, and we’re looking forward 
to turning it into annual event. Stay tuned for more 
information later in the year!

Our Community Outreach program continues to be a 
big success. It’s testament to the amazing work of our 
Community Outreach Coordinator, Tanyss, and our 
facilitation team that so many communities continue 
to invite us to spend time with their youth. 

In Whitehorse, our programming has grown from 
strength to strength. Recently I visited one of the high 
schools with Whitehorse Coordinator Allison and was 
blown away by how excited some of the students were 
to see her. When that happens, you know you’re doing 
something right!

We said a sad farewell to our Communications Officer, 
Nadine, in November. She has moved on to a very 
exciting new project and this gave us an opportunity to 
hire our new Comms Officer, Kara. The transition has 
been almost seamless and we’re lucky to have her on 
board!

We’ve also been lucky to have two volunteers in our 
office. Matthew is a McMaster student who spent 3 
months with us doing research for our workshops, 
and Caitlin is a grade 12 student from Porter Creek 
who has been working on making an inspirational 
magazine for her peers. 

As always, I would like to thank all of our generous 
sponsors and donors for supporting us. Our work with 
youth would not be possible without you. 

A note from our 
Executive Director

Chris Rider, Executive Director
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Crunching the numbers

719 – number of participants in BYTE 
workshops this year
16 – number of community tours in 2013-
2014
45 – number days we held workshops
Most popular workshops: Leadership, 
Safe Partying, Digital Citizenship, 
and Healthy Relationships
81% - average satisfaction rating

At a glance

Workshops and Programming: The Numbers

Social Media Followers 2013-2014

This year, 191 Whitehorse youth and 528 community youth participated in BYTE workshops, meaning we 
had a total of 719 participants this year. We delivered workshops in Atlin, Pelly, Haines Junction, Dawson 
City, Old Crow, Inuvik, Watson Lake, Carcross, and of course, Whitehorse, and went on 16 different 
community tours. We held 6 training sessions for our facilitation team and other youth workers, hosted 17 
community youth for our Leaders In Training (LIT) Conference, and received a 92.3% satisfaction rating 
for our MOVE! Youth Helping Youth End Violence session in Watson Lake.

Visitors to our website
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About
Who we are, and what we do

BYTE is a ‘for youth, by youth’ organization focused on empowering youth 
throughout the Yukon and Canada’s north. 

We’re all about advocating for social change for the betterment of all youth. Our facilitation team travels 
to communities throughout the Yukon and to some areas of Northern BC and NWT to deliver innovative 
workshops to northern youth. By providing youth with an opportunity to discuss everything from digital 
citizenship and bullying to LGBT rights and climate change, we aim to engage and empower young 
people with an opportunity to be around positive role models and to have their voices heard. Everything 
we do is about helping youth to develop confidence, skills, openness, and a sense of belonging.

We also host events and workshops in Whitehorse that foster creativity, culture, and sport. We host the 
Battle of the Bands and the Canada Day Skate Comp annually, and frequently put on an evening youth 
speaker event called BYTE ConneX. We organized another Leaders In Training  (LIT) Conference for 
community youth this year and have been working on delivering a special workshop series designed 
to give youth the tools to end violence in their communities. Our Whitehorse office is where we 
organize and implement our programming, but it’s also where the community can access our book and 
resource library and the Purple Bikes Project, which provides locals with inexpensive and sustainable 
transportation for the summer. 
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Whitehorse Outreach at a glance
“Awesome, fun, and busy:” that’s how Allison Furniss describes her year working as BYTE’s Whitehorse 
Outreach Coordinator. Allison delivered workshops to 191 Whitehorse youth this year. Every time she led a 
workshop, she aimed to put youth first: “I try to engage youth on issues that are important to them, to listen, and 
to have fun!” she says. 

Our MOVE! Youth Helping Youth End Violence workshop series evolved and engaged even more youth 
participants this year, and we changed the focus to be more relevant to youth who have experienced violence. We 
also participated in community events like International Women’s Day, Ignite Youth Conference, and Challenge 
Day. We hosted both Battle of the Bands and the Canada Day Skate Comp again this year with high attendance 
and great reviews, and planned our first-ever Future Routes Festival.  No wonder Allison describes her year as 
“busy”! We’re excited to see what she’ll pull off next!

Our Newest Programming
This year, we’ve come up with new workshops, projects, and events to keep 
us moving forward into next year.

In October 2013, we launched our Digital Citizenship workshop thanks to 
funding from CIBC. The workshop addresses the “cyberbullying” question 
by encouraging young people to be the best digital citizens they can be. 
The workshop has taken off, and is now one of our most widely requested 
workshops.

This Is Our Arctic is a photography exhibit that showcases the talents of 
youth in Old Crow and Inuvik. In October 2013, we visited these two 
communities asked the youth to take photos of climate change affecting their 
communities. The results were so captivating that we created an exhibit with 
the results. So far, it’s been on display in Whitehorse, Inuvik, and Vancouver. 
We’re working on bringing the exhibit to another big city in Canada, so stay 
tuned!

This year we partnered with the Yukon College to bring a new music festival 
to Whitehorse. The Future Routes festival celebrated both BYTE’s and the 
Yukon College’s birthdays, and provided a venue for local youth musicians 
and bigger visiting acts alike. Canadian rapper Cadence Weapon and BC’s 
Tequila Mockingbird Orchestra put on a fantastic show, and we’re already 
planning a 2014 event!
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Snapshot of Social 
Media

 We know that engaging youth comes 
with using the platforms that they 
do, so we’ve put a lot of effort into 
improving our social media presence 
over the past year. Our newsfeeds 
ask important questions, share 
information and community events, 
and act as an archive for everything 
BYTE does. Our Twitter followers 
have almost doubled since 2013 as a 
result of our efforts, and our Facebook 
followers continue to grow. 

Our latest social media effort involves 
diving into the world of Instagram! 
We joined in March 2014, and we’re 
hoping to keep the feed up-to-date 
with images of our programming and 
events. Follow @byteyukon to see what 
we’re up to.

Find ByteYukon on

Looking Ahead...
We’ve got lots to look forward to next 
year. We’ll be continuing our MOVE! 
Youth Helping Youth End Violence 
workshop in 2014-2015 under a 
new name. We’re also working on 
developing a Healthy Mindfulness 
workshop to give youth tools to deal 
with mental health issues.

What’s more, we’re planning to add 
a multimedia component to This Is 
Our Arctic. BYTE will return to Old 
Crow in the fall of 2014 to engage 
youth to take video footage of their 
elders talking about their changing 
environment. Our goal is to bring the 
exhibit to a big city in Ontario next. 
Stay tuned for details!

or visit
www.yukonyouth.com

Chris Rider acts as the steering wheel for BYTE. A native 
Australian with over a decade of non-profit experience and 
a Masters degree in International Business, Chris considers 
himself lucky to be Executive Director of such an amazing 
organization. 

Tanyss Knowles loves her job as BYTE’s Community 
Outreach Coordinator. Tanyss has a passion for rural 
development, youth work, and First Nations cultures. She’s 
an experienced facilitator and active community member 
who finds her work fun and rewarding.

Allison Furniss is a born-and-raised Yukoner who goes 
above and beyond for her position as Whitehorse Outreach 
Coordinator. She has a degree in Kinesiology and Nutrition 
and a ton of experience working with youth. 

Matthew Got spent a semester interning at BYTE in 
the fall of 2013, and just couldn’t get enough! He’s back in 
Whitehorse for the summer working as a Programming 
Researcher (Intern) before going to med school in his 
native Toronto this fall. 

Kara Johancsik is BYTE’s new Communications 
Officer. She has a degree in History and Journalism and 
loves the idea of sharing information to create social 
change. Her job at BYTE is a great fit!

The BYTE Team
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Community Outreach
Corner

“We have continued to build relationships with all 
the communities and have enjoyed every trip. Our 
repeated visits to several communities have meant that 
we have really gotten to connect with youth and build 
awesome relationships. In particular, two week-long 
trips to Old Crow stand out as real opportunities for 
great engagement, connection, and fun.” 

Which communities have we built the strongest 
relationship with this year?

How would you characterize this year’s community 
outreach efforts?
“This year I focused on a building connections. 
Strengthening these connections meant spending more 
time with youth and community contacts in diverse 
settings. I tried to find ways to stay in communities 
longer if we could afford it. I encouraged facilitators to 
participate in community events, hang out at the youth 
center, or help with an informal youth event (pizza or 
movie night). These efforts allowed community youth 
to get to know BYTE facilitators in more than just 
the workshop setting. Those relationships have been 
really important. I have seen that youth connect with 
facilitators outside of BYTE workshops when they 
come to Whitehorse or when facilitators are in the 
communities. It is evident to me that our facilitators 
make an impact on the youth and I want to encourage 
positive relationships that way.”

What do we have to be proud of?
“I am proud of how reliable an organization we are 
in the communities. Our workshops are good quality 
consistently, we show up when we say we will, and 
community contacts can count on me. I think BYTE 
does a really good job of valuing the rural communities, 
their obstacles, and their experience.”

It’s been another fantastic year 
for BYTE’s community outreach 
program. We asked Tanyss 
Knowles, our Community 
Outreach Coordinator, to fill us in 
on her work over the past year:

“I learned so much from the 
past classes, stuff that may 

stick with me forever”
“It was fun and felt like home”

“I really enjoyed this 
workshop and hope to see 
more programing like it!”

What the youth said...

“[I] learned how to stand up!”
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www.yukonyouth.com
2-407 Ogilvie Street Whitehorse, Y1A 2S5, 867.667.7975

A huge thank you to our funders...

Your generosity helps us build strong programming that reaches even more youth. If you would like to 
make a donation to BYTE (we’re a registered charity), visit yukonyouth.com/donate – it’s quick , easy, and 

your donation will be tax-deductible. As always, we’d love to hear from you: drop by the office, give us a 
call or email info@yukonyouth.com. 

Jordy Walker music 

2013-2014 Event Sponsors:

Thank you to Starbucks on Main Street for donating coffee and keeping our office running!

We’d like to extend a huge thank you to all of our individual donors.

Solid Sound
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