
BYTE is a ‘for youth, by youth’ organization, focused on empowering and promoting youth 
throughout the Yukon and Canada’s north. Our goal is to strengthen youth voice and well be-

ing through experiential workshops, progressive projects and fun, local events.

A year to remember
What a year we’ve had here at BYTE! It’s been 
a time of both change and growth. Walk into 
our office and it’s hard to ignore a sense of 
excitement in the air.  

Everything from the number of communities we 
visited, to our entire staff, to our relationship 
with social media...even our desk arrangment:  
it’s all changed. Yet beneath all the change is 
that same undercurrent we’ve carried since 
the beginning. BYTE is about empowering 
Yukon youth and we’re working hard to deliver 
programming that does just that. Not only did 
we almost double the number of workshops 
we delivered compared to the previous year, 
but we hosted events — like Battle of the 
Bands and our ConneX speaker series — that 
showcased our youth’s incredible talent and 
creativity. We’ve even created new programs 
like Leaders in Training, an initiative to train 
rural youth to be leaders and facilitators in their 
own communities.  Here at BYTE we know just 
how lucky we are to have such support from the 
community, and from the territory as a whole.  
Continuing to grow that relationship is one of 
our main goals. Here’s to another year of hard 
work, creativity and a whole lot of energy. Here’s 
to another year of providing a platform for 
Yukon youth to grow into even more amazing 
beings than they already are.
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What an amazing 12 months it’s been!

  

It’s been a huge learning experience for me, and 
I still have a long way to go. Thankfully, I’ve been 
helped along the way by the BYTE board and the 
best team that anyone could ever ask for!

Since I began, we’ve focused on running 
workshops with as many rural youth as possible 
– travelling to almost every town in the Yukon, 
as well as Northern BC and the NWT. Every 
time we’ve gone out, I’ve been gratified by the 
positive feedback from the youth and their 
communities. Our facilitation team, led by 
Community Outreach Coordinator Tanyss 
Knowles, has done an amazing job every time!

A hightlight this year was a trip to Halifax 
to receive an honourable mention for our 
Community Outreach program at the Canadian 
Race Relations Foundation’s Awards of 
Excellence.

I was also really pleased with the events that 
we’ve run since I started. A number of people 
told me that the 2013 Battle of the Bands was 
the best we’ve ever run! It was a huge effort 
from everyone involved, with a lot of help from 
the Frostbite team and some amazing bands – 
including our worthy winners, Vision Quest. 

In 2013-14, we’ll keep building on this work 
with more workshops and some exciting events. 
With help from Nadine, our Communications 
Officer, we’re also working to improve our 
online presence with more photographs and 
videos. I’d love for you to check it out if you have 
a chance at www.yukonyouth.com!

Before I sign off, I want to thank Rachel Parks 
for leaving me with such a strong foundation to 
work from. I’ve been really lucky to take on an 
organization in such good standing. 

Until next year, Chris Rider, Executive Director

A note from our 
Executive Director

At a glanceI arrived in late May 
2012, ready to start a new 
life in the Yukon and to 
take on the exciting role 
of Executive Director at 
BYTE.
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Crunching the numbers

Youth who participated in workshops: 414
Number of days we held workshops: 35
Communities Visited: 13
Number of community tours: 25
Most popular workshops: Anti-bullying, 
Leadership, Healthy Relationships, Safe 
Partying 

Average satisfaction rating: 87%

At a glance

Workshops and Events: The Numbers

Number of Visitors to our Website

Over 12  months we went out on 25 tours, compared to 14 the year before; we hosted workshops in 

Carcross, Tagish, Beaver Creek, Pelly Crossing, Carmacks, Marsh Lake, Watson Lake, Faro, Ross River, 

Dawson City. We visited Fort Mcpherson for the 1st time,  Atlin 6 times, and of course led many 

workshops here in Whitehorse. We gave out hot dogs to over 1,000 students during our youth week 

barbecues, hosted 6 talented, musical groups during our Battle of the Bands and, among many other 

things, brought 16 youth from across the north to our Leaders in Training program.
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About
Who we are, and what we do

BYTE is a ‘for youth, by youth’ organization, focused on empowering 
youth throughout the Yukon and Canada’s north. 

We’re all about advocating for social change for the betterment of all youth. That means we’re 
providing a platform for youth to explore everything from LGBT rights to climate change to cyber-
bullying. The way we look at it is pretty simple: Northern youth are amazing, and we’re here to help 
them grow in whatever direction they choose. 

Our main goal is to make connections through our rural workshops.  Workshops explore topics like 
anti-bullying , safe partying and leadership. In Whitehorse, in addition to delivering workshops, we 
host annual events like the Battle of the Bands, the Canada Day Skate Comp and barbecues during 
Youth Week in the spring. We also host campaigns like Whitehorse Youth Want, which asked youth 
what they demanded from their local government before the last municipal election.  This year is our 
first year of running the Purple Bikes Project, which provides locals with inexpensive and reliable 
transportation for the summer season. It’s also our first year with our Leader in Training program and 
BYTE club. Our office continues to be the headquarters for planning and implementing programming, 
but we always encourage youth to check out our free clothing store, and book and resource library. 

4



Our Workshops
Ending Bullying explores what bullying looks like, who is targeted, 
why it’s a problem, and the steps we can take to end it in our schools 
and community.

Leadership explores qualities of a good leader, the different 
challenges leaders might face and how we can communicate 
effectively. 

Right to Be Heard focuses on the value of participating and sharing 
opinions in our communities. 

Protecting our Environment asks participants to reflect on their 
community and the world around them. 

Exploring Equality seeks to dissect stereotypes and biases to 
strengthen our ability to work cooperatively across ethnicities, 
genders, geographies, and backgrounds.

Challenging the Stereotypes in Media and Pop Culture 
discovers where stereotypes come from and why media plays such a 
large role in creating and changing our opinions.

Climate Change and the North aims to move participants forward 
into action as we look at creating teams, networks, and action plans 
to tackle climate change and the spectrum of interconnections 
related to it.

Exploring Relationships evaluate relationships of all kinds and 
where unhealthy relationships might lead us.

Job Survival addresses the qualities of good employees and 
employers, as well as explores different techniques to survive in the 
workforce.

Safe Partying talks about harm reduction through experiential 
activities. We talk about how to be accountable for their actions and 
to stay safe.

The Free Store  is 
packed full of donated clothes 
and we welcome anyone to 
come check it out. The best 
part? It’s all free. Our office is 
where biker cans get set up 

with a Purple Bike 
for the season. We’ve got a 

Book Lending Library 
full of books on topics like the 
environment, LGBT advocacy,  
and sexual health. We’ve even 
got little critters hanging out 
and helping decompose our 

leftovers in our worm 
compost.
It’s all in our Whitehorse office, 
so come check it out!

“I thought the workshop was 
absolutely AMAZING! The 

instructors were super nice and 
they listened to everyone.”.

“It helped me socialize”

“I know now that there are 
more ways of bullying and 

how to stick up more”

What the youth said..
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Last June, after four and a half amazing years in charge of 
BYTE, Rachel Parks stepped down as ED. She was replaced 
by Chris Rider, an Australian native who moved to the 
Yukon earlier that same year. Chris has a Masters degree in 
International Business and brings a decade of organizational 
and non-profit experience to BYTE. He considers himself 
lucky to be the Executive Director of such an amazing 
organization, and now “truly considers the Yukon to be 
home.” ed@yukonyouth.com

Tanyss Knowles is BYTE’s Community Outreach 
Coordinator. As an experienced facilitator with a passion for 
rural development, she find her job fun and rewarding.
tanyss@yukonyouth.com

Nadine Sander-Green is the Communications Officer. 
She comes from a background in journalism and creative 
writing, and is excited with her new role here at BYTE. 
communications@yukonyouth.com

Hana Val is the Leaders in Training Project Assistant and 
head of the Youth Advisory Committee. Her goal is to visit as 
many communities as possible with the facilitation team and 
gain invaluable experience before she heads off to her first 
year at Trent University. hana@yukonyouth.com

Allison Furniss is our new Whitehorse Outreach 
Coordinator. She just returned to Whitehorse after 4 years 
working in Africa for a youth driven sport for development 
organization.
info@yukonyouth.com

BYTE’s Board of Directors: Joel Macht (Co-Chair), Andrea 
Bailey (Co-Chair) Jessica Thiessen (Treasurer), Lindsay Raftis 
(Secretary), Courtney Quinn, Stephanie Dixon, Michael 
Svoboda, Dana Kistemaker.

The BYTE 
Team

A wild world of media
How to best connect with youth, the 
community and our supporters is a 
question we’re always asking . We 
use our website as a platform for our 
blog, photos, video, resources and to 
share what we do here at BYTE. In 
the past year we’ve really pushed our 
presence on social media platforms 
like Facebook and Twitter.  We’re 
telling our story through media 
and at the same time learning what 
other organizations are doing to 
make social change.  It’s continually  
surprising us how different social 
media posts spur reaction from the 
public. We’ll continue to use these 
platforms, to learn about how to best 
use them and try to tell our story to 
as many people we can. 

Find ByteYukon on

A bright future
We’re looking ahead to another 
year packed with community tours, 
inspiring events and getting to know 
even more incredible, northern 
youth.  To top it off, 2013 happens 
to be BYTE’s 15th anniversary. 
To celebrate we’re planning a fall 
concert in partnership with Yukon 
College. We’re bringing a hot band 
up to Whitehorse, so stay tuned! 
Other projects in the works include 
a climate-change photo-essay trip to 
Inuvik and Old Crow, a visit from the 
GrassRoutes team, journeying from 
Vancouver to Inuvik on bicycles, and 
of course continuing to host annual 
events like the Canada Day Skate 
Comp and the Battle of the Bands.

or visit
www.yukonyouth.com
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In August BYTE partnered with the Boys and Girls Club of Whitehorse and local entrepreneur Philippe 
LeBlonde to take over the Purple Bikes Project. The project fits perfectly within our own green 
office mandate, and we’re excited to extend our eco-friendly attitude beyond our front doors. During the 
summer the refurbished bikes are rented out for only $75 a season, plus a $75 deposit.

BYTE ConneX is a speaker series that gives the Whitehorse community a chance to listen and 
connect with inspiring youth leaders from across the Yukon. So far we’ve had the fortune of listening 
to leaders like outspoken NDP MLA Kate White, LGTB youth advocate Liam Finnegan and paralympic 
champion Stephanie Dixon. It’s a night of inspiration, conversation and new connections.

MOVE! Youth Helping Youth End Violence is a specialized anti-violence training series 
that gives youth the skills, tools and confidence to address violence amongst their peers. The workshops 
promote leadership skills, media analysis, healthy relationships, demystifying gender stereotypes and 
identifying causes and types of violence. The first MOVE! group produced a short anti-bullying video you 
can check out on our website.

BYTE’s Leaders in Training (LIT) program started with an intense weekend of training in 
Whitehorse where youth spent two days learning how to be facilitators so they can be leaders in their own 
community. Being in such a safe, inclusive environment allowed everyone, no matter where they came 
from or how much experience they had, to break through to new levels of leadership. LIT participants 
are now part of the ongoing BYTE Leaders Council where they will produce media — be it film, photos, 
articles or audio — that explores what’s going on in their own backyards.  They will also advise and help 
BYTE’s facilitation team as youth facilitators when we travel to their community.

BYTE has only been doing community outreach workshops for the past three years.  We’ve now gotten to the 
point where BYTE is not only a recognizable name in the communities, but an organization in high demand. 
Getting to as many communities as we can, as many times as we can is what we’re working hard to do. We 
work with issues — whether it’s about safe partying or healthy relationships or anti-bullying  — that all youth 
face.  We also believe it’s important for youth in northern, isolated communities to be exposed to positive role 
models, and to new, fun ways of learning. Although our structure only allows us to be in the communities for 
a few days at a time, the idea is self- confidence and positive relationships amongst the youth grow long after 
we leave.

Interested in joining our facilitation team? Email tanyss@yukonyouth.com, or stop by BYTE for a chat!

Our newest programs
From Purple Bikes to Leaders in Training

Community Outreach
It’s been a boom year for our community outreach pro-
gramming, according to coordinator Tanyss Knowles. We 
have doubled the number of workshops delivered compared to the 
previous year, and we’re continuing to strengthen our relationships 
with northern communities and their youth.  We made first time 
visits to communities like Fort McPherson, and were so grateful to 
have the opportunity to visit places like Atlin every few months.
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www.yukonyouth.com
2-407 Ogilvie Street Whitehorse, Y1A 2S5, 867.667.7975

A huge thank you to our sponsors...

We’d like to extend another big thank you to all of our individual donours. It’s your genouristy that’s helping us build 
even better programming that reaches more youth. If you would like to make a tax-deductable donation to BYTE 

(we’re a registered charity) visit www.yukonyouth. com/donate - it’s just a click away. And as always, we’d love to hear 
from you. Stop in, give us a call, or email info@yukonyouth.com.

8


