
This year our team has revamped some of our workshops 
and have run new events like the BYTE River Camp! 
We went on a whirlwind tour with our Healthy Minds 
workshop where we were able to talk with 112 youth in 8 
communities about resiliency, stress, coping mechanisms 
and self care! We also hosted our fourth annual Leaders 
in Training Conference out at the Jackson Lake Wellness 
Centre and it was our best one to-date! 

This year has also been one of change and tranistion for 
BYTE! We sent Kara, Nat and Chris off to new, exciting 
adventures and welcomed a new Executive Director, a 
new Outreach Coordinator and will be welcoming a new 
Communications Officer any day now! 

It’s been a fulfilling year and we are humbled by the 
amazing community support we’ve received year after 
year! With this support we can continue to offer creative, 
new and, most importantly, fun programming to Yukon 
youth. We look forward to seeing what we can do together 
in 2016-17!
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BYTE originally came together out of the need 
for Yukon youth to have an organization with 
youth ideas at its core. We are happy to report 
that, 18 years later, this idea still guides what we 
do and 2015-16 has been no exception! 

The Year in Review
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Who we are, and what we do

Shelby Maunder is BYTE’s new Executive Director. Shelby is looking forward to learning 
the ropes throughout the year and bringing new ideas to the organization. She loves 
working with such an energetic team!

Angela Code is BYTE’s Outreach Coordinator, she has been helping this new team learn 
everything there is to know about BYTE and is always boosting office moral! Angela is Sayisi 
Dene originally from Tadoule Lake, Manitoba who has lived in Whitehorse since she was 10 
years old. Angela continues to bring more culturally relevant programming to BYTE.

Born and raised in downtown Whitehorse, our new Outreach Coordinator, Pavlina Sudrich 
knows a thing or two about growing up in the Yukon! She is an avid cross country skier and 
already has many strong connections with the rural communities we work in. 

We are excited to welcome Chris Tse to the BYTE team as our Communications Officer. 
Chris is a strong facilitator and journalist who has worked for Journalists for Human Rights 
and Free the Children. He’s also a slam poet and filmmaker and we are excited to see how 
he puts his talents to work at BYTE!

Zoe Bordeleau-Cass is our awesome Summer Student. She is here from Halifax finishing 
her Health Promotion degree at Dalhousie University. Zoe is spending the summer working 
on creating new resources for youth as well as creating and upgrading our Monitoring and 
Evaluation practices.

Oliver, Wapiti and Martin are the resident office dogs! On any given day, you may find 
them lazing around on the couch or providing some unconditional love to the team! 

Meet the BYTE Team!
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About
Who we are, and what we do

BYTE is a ‘for youth, by youth’ organization focused on empowering youth 
throughout the Yukon and Canada’s north. Our mission is to unlock potential through 

youth empowerment. 

Our facilitation team travels to communities throughout the Yukon and to some areas of 
Northern BC and NWT to deliver innovative workshops to northern youth. By providing 

youth with an opportunity to discuss everything from digital citizenship and bullying 
to LGBT rights and the environment, we aim to engage and empower young people 
through opportunities to have their voices heard. Everything we do is about helping 

youth develop confidence, skills, openness, and a sense of belonging.

We also host events in Whitehorse that foster creativity, culture, and sport. We run the 
Battle of the Bands and the Canada Day Skate Comp annually, and frequently host 

a youth speaker series event called BYTE ConneX. We organized another Leaders In 
Training  (LIT) Conference for community youth this year, and ran MOVE! Youth Ending 
Violence, an intense five-session workshop, for the third year in a row. It all happens out 

of our Whitehorse office, where we organize and implement our programming, host 
facilitation training sessions, and offer a resource library to the public. 
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Outreach Corner

500 – participants in BYTE workshops 
this year

83% – overall satisfaction rating 

45 – workshops delivered by BYTE

39– days we held workshops

18 – community tours

12 – communities visited

Our year in numbers

The Numbers:

Social Media Followers 2015-2016 Visitors to our website

In the past year, BYTE had a total of 500 youth 

participate in workshops of which 384 were from 
the communities. We visited 12 different Yukon 

communities and ran 18 tours. We hosted 16 
youth for our annual Leaders In Training 
(LIT) Conference, and received a 92.5% 
satisfaction rating from youth for the program. We 
also ran MOVE! Youth Ending Violence 
three times and offered 4 training sessions 
for our facilitation team. We gained over 230 
Twitter followers this year and over 190 Facebook 
followers. 

At a glance:
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“BYTE 

workshops can 
give youth the 

tools to navigate social 
problems and rise above 
them as young leaders.”

- Natalie 

Outreach Corner
BYTE’s Community Outreach at a 
glance
Our outreach program strives to provide fun, relevant, 
empowering programming for youth. This year, we’ve 
been working hard to focus our programming 
on meeting the needs of youth in the 
Yukon’s rural communities. This past year, 
we were busy spending more time in 
the communities, building stronger 
relationships with each community and 
the youth in it. 

BYTE’s Outreach Coordinators Natalie 
Sands, Angela Code and now, Pavlina 
Sudrich have gone above and beyond to 
engage Yukon youth and bring their unique skills to 
every workshop. 

This past year, Angela has continued to 
bring her fresh prespective to BYTE 
workshops.  

After another successful year of the 
MOVE! Youth Ending Violence 
program both, Angela is hopeful 
that this program can reach 
more communities.”We have to 
change the way we think about 
consent, safe partying, racism 
and gender discrimintation. 
We need to be proactive.”

Angela will continue to add 
a First Nations focus to her 
work with BYTE.  She is 
currently working with Pavlina 
to explore a workshop 
that combines hunting, 
tanning, education and 
culture. Angela also hopes to 
bring her passion for native 
languages to the organization. 

What the youth said:

“Fun program, worth going to!”

“I learned to dream big.”

“BYTE helps you release stress”

“All I know is they make people 
happy”

Pavlina started working 
with BYTE after 10 years of high 

performance ski coaching outside of the 
Territory. Her passion for working directly 

with youth, and helping shape their futures in a 
positive direction is what attracted her to working 

for BYTE. 

Since starting at BYTE in April, Pavlina has been working 
with Angela to maintain strong community connections and 

create new ones. While she believes in a strong presence in 
the communities, Pavlina also thinks it’s important to maintain 

connections with youth in Whitehorse. “At some point, a lot of 
the kids we work with in the communities end up in Whitehorse for 

school or other reasons. It can be a very difficult transitionary time for 
them. It’s important to maintain support and good relationships with 

those kids during that time.”

Another one of Pavlina’s goals is to create a strong network of 
community-based youth facilitators. “Part of our mandate in empowering 
youth can include skills training and employment. Who better to help 
facilitate workshops and connect with youth in the communities than 
someone who lives there?” 
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I spent a lot of time debating what I 
should put in this note - there is so much 

to say about the past year that I wasn’t 
sure where to begin...Let’s start with the 

obvious: as many of you may know, I took 
over for Chris Rider in April as the Executive 

Director of BYTE. I was lucky enough to work alongside Chris for 
the month of April to learn the ropes of the organization and ask 
him a notebook full of questions! I also want to start with a big 
thank you to the BYTE staff, board of directors and community 
members for the warm welcom and support I’ve received since I 
started. 

A new Executive Director is not the only change that happened 
this year at BYTE. We’ve also said goodbye to Kara, our 
Communications Officer and Natalie, our Outreach Coordinator, 
and welcomed Pavlina Sudrich and Chris Tse to the team! All 
these changes may seem scary but the amazing work of all our 
predecessors and having Angela here as a constant tour-de-force 
has made the transition easy! 

On that note, I want to take this opportunity to shine the 
spotlight on all the amazing work Chris, Natalie, Angela and Kara 
accomplished this past year. All the successes you will read about 
in these pages is because of their work, dedication and passion! 

A great deal of gratitude is also owed to our on-call facilitation 
team who helped us pull off 18 community tours this past year. 
Although I wasn’t around to see these amazing events, I also 
want to thank Liz Pilon, our LIT Conference Coordinator, and 
Adria Collins, our Entrepreneurship Conference Coordinator, for 
organizing two extremely successful events this year! 

Lastly, thank you to everyone who has been involved with BYTE this 
year, particularly those in the communities, our sponors and our 
generous donors. We couldn’t do it without you and I look forward 
to getting to know all of you throughout the upcoming year! 

See you soon! 

A note from our Executive Director

Shelby Maunder, Executive Director
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Looking Ahead...
We’re incredibly honoured to have received funding 
from CIBC to continue our MOVE! Youth Ending 
Violence program. MOVE! is an intensive four-
session workshop that addresses everything from 
bystander intervention to gender and sexuality. 

The footage of interviews between Old Crow elders 
and youth was edited professionally last year. We’re 
so proud of the Old Crow youth for the work they 
did, and we are looking forward to heading to 
Old Crow for Caribou Days to host a community 
screening! 

Our Yukon Youth Want campaign will be hitting the 
streets and the communities again this fall ahead of 
the Territorial election - stay tuned to our Facebook 
to hear what is on the minds of Yukon Youth! 

Our Newest Programming
As always, it’s been an exciting year for BYTE’s programming! 

BYTE’s fourth annual Leaders In Training Conference was the best 
yet! Over three days in March, we hosted sixteen youth between 
the ages of 13-18 from 8 communities at the Jackson Lake Healing 
Camp. The venue provided an amazing space for youth to come 
together and discuss the environment and indigenous culture.  

After piloting our Healthy Minds workshop last year, we took the 
workshop on tour to the communities this year. The workshop has 
been extremely well received and has quickly become one of our 
most requested workshops! 

This year, we ran our first BYTE River Camp! Natalie coordinated with 
Tatshenshini Expediting and Champagne-Aishihik First Nation to take 
Haines Junction youth rafting on the Tatshenshini River for three days. 
Seven youth participated in the camp and received raft guide and 
river rescue training. The camp recieved a 107% enjoyment raiting 
from the youth! 
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www.yukonyouth.com
404 A Ogilvie Street Whitehorse, Y1A 2S4, 867.667.7975

A huge thank you to our funders and 
event sponsors:

Your generosity helps us build strong programming that reaches even more youth. If you 
would like to make a donation to BYTE (we’re a registered charity), visit yukonyouth.com/
donate – it’s quick, easy, and your donation will be tax-deductible. As always, we’d love to 

hear from you: drop by the office, give us a call or email info@yukonyouth.com. 

We’d like to extend a huge thank you to all of our individual donors.

Yukon Government Funding:
Crime Prevention Fund
Economic Development
Health Investment Fund (HIF)
Youth Investment Fund (YIF)
Youth Achievement Centre
Environmental Awareness Fund
Health & Social Services
Community Development Fund
Yukon Development Education Centre

@byteyukon
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